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²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŦƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘ ƻŦΧ  

a retailer?  
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²Ƙŀǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘΧ 

 
Environmental Footprint 

 

Organisation 

? 

THE retailers 
pilot testing 

European Commission 
selected by the 
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The European policy context 

April 09th 2013, the European Commission published:  

Communication : Single Market for Green Products 

 

Product Environmental Footprint  
(PEF) Guide 
 

Organisation Environmental Footprint  
(OEF) Guide 
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Pilot testing phase: 3 years 

Objective 
Higher uptake of green products and of greener practices 
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2020 
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OEFSR Retail 
Technical Secretariat 

6 retailers 3 public agencies 

1 NGO 

1 LCA consultant 

1 retailers assoc. 

Press release Ą http://goo.gl/ Rsfpdk   

http://goo.gl/Rsfpdk
http://goo.gl/Rsfpdk
http://goo.gl/Rsfpdk
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Retailers act as a link between a multitude of 
upstream and downstream markets 

Key player in the European economy 
¢ǳǊƴƻǾŜǊ Ґ 9¦w нΩрфн ōƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ нлмл ό9¦-27) 

Close relation to the supply chain partners  
and the consumers 

10.9% 
of non-financial  

business economy 

Retail 
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4 core criteria 

Source: Pelletier et al. (2013) 

development guided by 

life cycle-based approach 

reproducibility 

physically realistic modelling 

Organisation Environmental 
Footprint (OEF) multi-criteria 



8 

Incorporate all relevant 
environmental indicators 

essential to avoid unintended 
shifting of burdens 

Source: Pelletier et al. (2013) 

multi-criteria 

 
It helps to making 
transparent any potential 
trade-offs  
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life cycle-based approach 

cover the entire life cycle  
along the supply chain 

essential to effective 
environmental management 

Source: Pelletier et al. (2013) 

It helps to ensure that 
organisations do not 
benefit from outsourcing 
steps/life cycle stages 
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The EF pilot phase 
The steps for building an OEFSR 

1. Definition of the sector 

2. Definition of representative organisation 

4. Draft of sector rules   

5. Supporting study: identification of the most relevant impacts 

6. Final OEFSR 

3. OEF screening : most relevant life cycle stages and processes   
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Scope of the screening 
Unit of analysis (functional unit) 

The retailer, as product provider (i.e., taking into 
account, when relevant, the life cycle impacts of the 
products provided), over a 1-year time interval.  



12 

Scope of the screening 
System boundaries 
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Scope of the screening 
A hypothetical retailer was characterized to serve as an example 
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Virtual organisation 

Virtual product portfolio 

Screening LCA 

Your organisation 

Your product portfolio 

Supporting study 

Scope of the screening 
A hypothetical retailer was characterized to serve as an example 
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Virtual product portfolio (goods and services) 

According to «EMAS report» (European Commission, 2013), the major retail trade sectors are the following: 

Retail trade sector 

Food 
 

Beverage 
 

Tobacco 
 

Fruit and vegetables 
 

Meat and meat 
products 

Fish, crustaceans and 
molluscs 

Bread, cakes, flour and 
sugar conf. 

Automotive fuel 
 

ICE: computers, per. 
units and software  

Retail trade sector 

CRG: sporting equipment 
 

CRG: games and toys 
 

Clothing 
 

Footwear and leather 
goods 

Dispensing chemist 
 

Medical and orthopaedic 
goods 

Cosmetic and toilet articles 
 

Flowers, plants, seeds, 
ferti., pet an. and pet food 

Watches and jewellery 
 

Retail trade sector 

ICE: telecommunications 
equipment  

ICE: audio and video 
equipment 

Textiles 
 

Hardware, paints and 
glass 

Carpets, rugs, wall and 
floor coverings 

Electrical household app. 
furniture, lighting eq. 

CRG: books 
 

CRG: newspapers and 
stationery 

CRG: music and video 
recordings 

ICE: Information and communication equipment 

CRG: cultural and recreation goods 
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product categories 
where other 
PEFCRs are 

currently being 
developped by the 

EC 
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product categories 
where other 
PEFCRs are 

currently being 
developped by the 

EC 
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Services provided 
by retailers are also 
considered part of 

the product 
portfolio 
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Results 
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multi-criteria 

life cycle-based approach 
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Results (Oct 1, 2014) 
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Production Use 
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OEFSR Retail 
¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǘŜǇǎ ŀǊŜ Χ 

Strong contribution of agro-food and 
electrical household appliances 

Issues with background datasets (i.e., no 
one single database, some inconsistencies 
(e.g., land use change)) 

 

¢ƻ ōŜ Χ 

 

Χ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ know the rules  

 

Χ source of proposal, instead of 
suffering the rules made by others  

 

Χ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ leaders in sustainability 

  

Do you want to join?  Key learnings 
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²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŦƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘ ƻŦΧ  

a retailer?  



EXPERTISE 

SPIRIT 

FLAGSHIP PROJECTS 

CLIENTS 

years of 
existence 

cumulated  
years of  
experience 

projects  
completed 

9 160 400 
of the new EU 
LCA guidelines 
( EF Initiative )  

of major 
sporting 
events  ISO norms 

20% 70% 3 

involvement in 
expert  
contributors 
to 

more than more than 

30% 65% 
less than 

5% 

EMPLOYEE COMMUTING 

by by by 

coverage 
of main  
multinational 
agri-food 

multinational 
companies 

public  
institutions 
 

80% 60% 20% Thank you! 


