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General Facts 
 

V European association of consumer co-operatives 
V Members: national consumer co-operative 

organizations in 19 countries 
V MŸƀŵŸƅƆL  main activity:  retail 

 
General Numbers 
 

V 5,000 local consumer co-operatives 
V 500,000 employees 
V 36,000 points of sale 
V 32 million consumer- members 
V > R 76 billion annual retail turnover 

Overview of Euro Coop 
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V Represent the members before the 
EU Institutions 

 

V Exchange of experiences, best 
practices, Know-how 

 

V Providing information on key policy 
issues 

 

Main goals 

www.eurocoop.coop   
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http://www.eurocoop.coop/


Different entrepreneurial 
model based on 

values and principles 

The Co-operative Difference (I) 
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VALUES Ҧ 



The Co-operative Difference (II) 
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PRINCIPLES: 
 

1. Voluntary and Open Membership 
2. Democratic Member Control 
3. Member Economic Participation 
4. Autonomy and Independence 
5. Education, Training and Information 
6. Co-operation among Co-operatives 
7. Concern for Community 



The relation co-operative-sustainability 
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P Because of their specific entrpeneurial form based  

       on values and principles co-operatives are  

       generally considered as inherently sustainable businesses 

 

P The concept of sustainability is rooted in the one of sustainable 
develpment, which we intend as indicated by the United Nations 

 

MA mode of human development in which resource use aims to meet human 
needs while ensuring the sustainability of natural systems and 

the environment, so that these needs can be met not only in the present, but 
ŴſƆƂ ŹƂƅ źŸƁŸƅŴƇżƂƁƆ ƇƂ ŶƂƀŸN  

 
(Report of the World Commission on Environment and Development."  

United Nations General Assembly Resolution 42/187, 11 December 1987) 

 

 

 

 



Sustainable Food Chains: a Vision (I) 
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Sustainable Food Chains are those that: 

 

P Produce safe, healthy products  

      in response to market demands  

      and ensure that all consumers have  

      access to nutritious food and to accurate  

      information about food products 
 

P Support the viability and diversity of rural and urban economies and 
communities 
 

P Enable viable livelihoods to be made from sustainable land management, both 
through the market and through payments for public benefits 
 

P Respect and operate within the biological limits of natural resources (especially 
soil, water and biodiversity) 



Sustainable Food Chains: a Vision (II) 
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Sustainable Food Chains are those that: 

 

P Achieve consistently high standards of  

     environmental performance by reducing energy consumption, 

     minimizing resource inputs and using renewable energy  

     wherever possible 
 

P Ensure a safe and hygienic working environment and high social welfare and training for 
all employees involved in the food chain 
 

P Achieve consistently high standards of animal health and welfare 
 

P Sustain the resource available for growing food and supplying other public benefits over 
time, except where alternative land uses are essential to meet other needs of society 
 

(UK Sustainable Development Commission) 

http://www.e-coop.it/web/guest/categoriespage/-/articlelist/bycategory/Ambiente/11893649/la-sostenibilita-delle-carni-bovine-a-marchio-coop-?title=La+sostenibilit?+delle+carni+bovine+a+Marchio+Coop


Sustainable Food Chains: What does it take? (I) 
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VA coherent, multi-pronged message 

 

VLeadership 

 

VCo-operation and further understanding among 
food manufacturers, retailers, NGOs, governmental 
and ŹŴƅƀŸƅƆL organizations  
 



Sustainable Food Chains: What does it take? (II) 
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VPromote  goods that take environmental and social aspects 
into specific consideration, e.g. organic, eco-labelled, Fair 
Trade etc. also through public procurement 

VAct on food reformulation to include ingredients obtained in 
a sustainable way 

VPromote higher animal welfare standards 

VEncourage seasonal food products and a higher diversity 
among food products 



Sustainable Food Chains: What does it take? (III) 
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VInform and educate consumers on 
the impacts of different food choices 
 

VPromote more sustainable food 
choices throughout the food supply 
chain by increasing their 
availability/accessibility 
 

VŦŴžŸ ƇŻŸ MƅżźŻƇN ƂƃƇżƂƁ (e.g. local, 
seasonal, Fair Trade etc.) the 
MŸŴƆżŸƆƇN ƂƃƇżƂƁ  

http://www.e-coop.it/web/guest/categoriespage/-/articlelist/bycategory/Ambiente/11893649/la-sostenibilita-delle-carni-bovine-a-marchio-coop-?title=La+sostenibilit?+delle+carni+bovine+a+Marchio+Coop

