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Information is not Power,  
Sharing Information is the Real Power  
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Å We create a common foundation for business by uniquely 

identifying,  accurately capturing and automatically sharing vital 

information about products, locations and assets  

Å We enable visibility through the exchange of authentic data  

Å We empower business to grow and to improve efficiency, safety, 

security and sustainability  

 

We are.. . 

GS1 believes in the power of standards to transform 

the way we work and live . 

GS1 Purpose and Beliefs  
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Neutral and  
not - for - profit  

User - driven  
and governed  

Global  
and local  

Inclusive and 
collaborative  
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GS1 Global  
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The GS1 System of Standards  

5 



Food Safety  and the 
Traceability  Challenge  

http://www.gs1.org/
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Global Challenge ï The complexity of the food supply chain 

The more partners 

there are in the 

supply chain, the 

more complex  

business  processes 

and  information 

systems become 
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The answer is Supply Chain Visibility 

based on an Open Global Standard 

EPCIS: 

Å a neutrally driven platform  

Å a convenient, scalable system  

Å to fulfil the legal traceability requirements  
(B2B and B2C) and 

Å capable of integrating each supply chain 
party with its individual IT performance 
level 

Å Its about event data management ï the 
what, where, when, why 
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Overview: A Traceability Solution 

using EPCIS 

EPCIS Data 

Supermarket 

Origin (Pre)-Processing Export/Import Processing/ 

Packaging 

Distribution Wholesale/Retail Consumer 

Supermarket 

Authority 

          Data request     Data request       Data request   Data request       Data request                 

Country of Origin Country of Destination 

          Data capture                   Data capture                  Data capture                  

Country of Origin Country of Destination 
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The EPCIS data organisation and 

functionalities 

EPCIS  

Database 

 
Database  

Production Co. xy 

 

Database  

retailer xy 

 

Database  

Packaging Co. xy 

 

EPCIS Search engine 

Advantages: 

Å Data can remain within the company internal IT 

environment  

Å Through standardized interfaces and defined 

authorization rights data is made available to users 
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EPCIS in action ï EU FP7 project 
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ÅFarm to Fork  

Åhttp://www.rfid-f2f.eu/index2.asp 



© GS1 2015  

Food Security and the UN Blue Number 
Initiative  
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Over 400 ñstandardsò/certifications exist 
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